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PRO-MEMBER SCRAMBLE
Thursday, Sept. 24 - 6:45 am Shotgun
It’s time for our annual Pro-Member Scramble, an opportunity
to play with a Southern California PGA pro in a scramble format
which has proven an annual club highlight. The Scramble replaces
the regular monthly membership tournament.
This is a 6:45 am shotgun on the Encino course and the tab is
$65 for the game, electric cart, team prizes and lunch in the bar.
There will also be an individual amateur “closest to the pin” contest
on all par 3’s.
Here’s how the scramble works: four-man teams consist of a
pro and 3 players, one each with an A, B, C or D handicap. Everyone
drives off the tee and the team selects the best ball. Everyone hits
from that spot. Again the best ball is selected and everyone plays the
next shot from that spot. Same thing on the green; everyone putts
from the same spot. During the course of the round each team is
required to use the drives of the A & B players (blue tees) at least
three times and the C or D player twice (white tees).
Pairings for this tournament will be done by the computer
based on the current September index. An effort will be made to
adjust the pairings so that you may play with the members of your
choice and still maintain the policy of an A, B, C or D player in each
group, with approximately equal total handicaps in each group.
(However, there is no guarantee!) Pros will be assigned by random
drawing.
• Check-in time: Thursday, 6 am.
• The September monthly membership meeting will follow
the Pro-Member Scramble lunch. All club members are invited
to the meeting whether they play or not. Non-golfers can have
lunch for $10.
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GOLF CART SITUATION
SPINS OUT OF CONTROL

On September 4 by the slenderest of
one-vote margins the Los Angeles City
Council rejected the Board of Recreation
& Park Commissioners’ award of a 10-year
contract to Ready Golf Centers to operate
and maintain the citywide electric golf cart
fleet.
We are “back to the status quo,
except we can expect it to possibly get
worse,” Recreation & Parks General
Manager Jon Mukri stated in the
September 5 edition of the Los Angeles
Times.
The City Council’s rejection sends the
whole matter back to the Board of
Recreation & Park Commissioners, which
has a number of options at its disposal,
including the following one put forward by
the City Attorney’s Off ice during the
Council’s debate and quoted the next
day in the Los Angeles Daily News:
“Endorsing Ready Golf to the City
Council a second time.”
Additional options including 1) going
back to square one of the RFP process for
a 5th time in 7 years and expending the
roughly $200,000 that process takes and
pray that the City Council approves of the
result two years from today; 2) issuing an
interim (less than 3 years) agreement with
incumbent operator Kishi, Ready Golf, or
some other entity entirely in exchange for
the lease or purchase of a new cart fleet;
BOOK A TEE TIME
or 3) self-operation. The self-operation
If you have a Los Angeles city reservation card you can now option has already been categorically ruled
book a tee time online 24/7 for any of the 13 City of Los Angeles out as impossible under the cur rent
courses. Go to www.golf.lacity.org and try it out.Remember, you budget and hiring freeze by both Parks
must have a golf reservation card to use this service.
Board President Barry Sanders and Parks
General Manager Jon Mukri.
Sepulveda Basin Councilman Tony
Cardenas voted to approve the long-term
contract. The Valley’s other Council
Members, Dennis Zine, Richard Alarcon
and Paul Koretz, all voted to reject. CD 2
is vacant pending a Special Election to fill
the seat vacated by Wendy Gruel upon her
election to City Controller.

Dated material -- Periodical
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BOARD ELECTIONS COMING UP

2008-2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

In October, seven men will be elected to the Board
of Directors of the Club. If you have been a
participating member and have long enjoyed the fruits of
the labors of others, maybe it’s time to give a little
something back.
The Board works hard, not only to provide an
entertaining package of events for our Club’s
membership, but also to try to improve our courses and
the circumstances of L.A. City golf, generally, by
involving itself in the political process. Our Club is well
represented on the influential Golf Advisory
Committee and on the Municipal Golf Association (MGA)
Board, giving us considerable impact on citywide golf
issues.
Nominations close at the luncheon following the
Pro-Member Scramble on September 24, so the time to
consider joining the leadership of the Club is now! This
is your opportunity to try to implement some of your ideas
for the improvement of the Club and to help
create a more effective Los Angeles City golf program.

O FFICERS
P HONE
Rich Nance, President
818-422-3748
Gene Vano, Vice President
818-703-0749
Craig Kessler, Secretary
310-941-4803
Dan Crawford, Treasurer
818-497-6617
DIRECTORS
Dean Abston
818-439-4490
Marty Barkan
310-487-6565
Virgil Budhu
818-737-1919
Dave Carlson
818-996-1837
Irv Cherno
818-348-7626
Ed Cohn
818-363-8028
Tom Knickerbocker
818-752-7877
Dan Mellilo
917-363-9070
Mark Michelini
818-470-0196
Hadi Morshed
310-322-4400
Ken Oberg
818-763-3226
Stu Olster
818-222-2516
Allen Weiss
818-360-8448
Sandy Margolis, Ex officio
818-995-1172
The Board meets at 6:30pm on the first Thursday of each month.

The Sepulveda Eagle (USPS 13-769) is the official publication
of the Sepulveda Men’s Golf Club and is published monthly.
Deadline for copy is the 3rd Friday of each month.
Irv Cherno, Editor (818) 348-7626 • e-mail: IrvChern@aol.com
Rich Nance, Publisher (818) 422-3748 • e-mail: rich@laproforms.com
Annual subscription is $3.00.
The Club’s office is located at
16821 Burbank Blvd, Encino CA 91436.
This September 2009 issue is Vol. 52, No. 9
Postmaster: Send address changes to:
Sepulveda Men’s Golf Club
P.O. Box 57373, Sherman Oaks, CA 91413-2373

SMGC President Rich Nance along with Junior Golf
Club Champion Brennen Amirkhizi (left) and Player of
the Year Chandu Arachchi (right) at this year’s Junior Golf
banquet. The Sepulveda team defended their title and have
most of the team back for 2010. Brennen also holds the
new Balboa course record of 65. Chandu is 14 years old
and consistently shoots par or better. This average team
score was 72 and they set a Junior Golf scoring record of
7 under par as a team at one of their matches. Marty
Rudolf, Gary Rand and Sandy Margolis have put a team
of young players together who have that competitive spirit
but also have fun playing this wonderful game of golf.

Perodicals rate postage paid at Van Nuys, CA

Internet site: www.smgc.org

Sepulveda Phone Numbers
Many players program the starter’s window and cart
shack numbers into their cell phones to cover possible
emergencies. Here are the Encino/Balboa numbers:
Starter’s window (818) 995-1170
Cart shed (818) 788-9793
Coffee Shop/Bar (818) 789-1919
Remember to keep them silent during your round!!
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AUGUST SCORE BOARD
S AT U R D AY

TOURNAMENT

O LIVIAS L INKS
A UGUST 15 th
Individual - Gross, Net and Honeypot
Three teams shared the Honey Pot.
Olteanu/Zambito, Olteanu/Budhu,
Olteanu/Vano, $46 to each team.
“A” Flight Low Gross
Score Winner
Prize
78
Marc Green
$75
80
Mark Spicer
$50
81
Jeff Murphy
$20
81
Roy Hay
$20
81
Tom Knickerbocker
$20
Low Net
64
George Olteanu
$75
69
Leonard Zambito
$50
70
Gordon Seaberg
$20
70
David Joslyn
$20
70
Wayne Johnston
$20
Gross Skins $56 each
Hole Winner
1
Jeff Murphy
7
Mark Michelini
9
Gordon Seaberg
10
David Joslyn
17
Jeff Murphy
Net Skins $103 each
Hole Winner
8
George Olteanu
9
Gordon Seaberg
10
David Joslyn
Closest to the Pin $40 each
Hole Winner
Distance
5
Erik Nordquist
6’ 6”
8
Jeff Murphy
12’ 4”
13
Virgil Budhu
18’ 1”
17
Mark Michelini
8’ 8”
President’s Cup - Sunday August 9
4
7
12
4
7
12
15
18

Gross Skins $73 each
Sean Mac Donald
Dan Crawford
Sean Mac Donald
Net Skins $52 each
Sean Mac Donald
Dan Crawford
Sean Mac Donald
Jeff Baker
Alan Miller
Prize Money

All tournament place winnings are paid in gift
certificates redeemable in the Encino/Balboa Pro Shop.

T HURSDAY

T OURNAMENT

AUGUST 27th
1-2-3 Team Low Net
Two teams won the Honey Pot $100
per team. Spicer/Green, Spicer/Vano.
125 $60 each
Gene Vano
Marc Green,
Mark Spicer
Blind Draw
129 $40 each
Marc Covert
Neil Zaniboni
Paul Nance
Rich Nance
130 $20 each
Cody Williams
Frank Gironda
Rick Kopper
Walter Williams
Gross Skins $62 each
6
Jeff Prey
10 Marc Green
13 Daniel Longmire
18 Marc Green
Net Skins $100 each
4
Rick Kopper
10 Marc Covert
15 Gene Vano
Closest to the Pin $50 each
Hole Winner
Distance
5
Rich Nance
25’ 7”
13 Daniel Longmire
4’ 5”
15 Marc Green
1’ 7”
H ARDING

POST AT THE RANGE
There’s a posting computer at
the Driving Range shop! It’s convenient following a round at the Encino
or Balboa and it’s available until closing time at 10 pm!

HOLES - IN-ONE
If you have knowledge of a
hole-in-one by a member of the
SMGC please contact Leonard
Zambito at (818) 761-3846 or email
him at leonardzambito@hotmail.com.

The Saturday Skins Game
If you looking for a Saturday
afternoon gross score game with
guaranteed tee times on Encino or
Balboa call Rich Nance at
(818) 422-3748 for more info.

MGA 2009
By Pete Heller

RANCHO ROUGHS UP SEPULVEDA
TWICE TAKES LEAGUE LEAD
SENIORS SPLIT WITH HANSEN DAM
Hansen Dam - August 20
Rancho Park easily defeated
defending champion Sepulveda
51-21 and 23-13 and thus took
command in the late stages of the
MGA League Race.
The Sepulveda Seniors split with
contending Hansen Dam 34-38 and
25-11 to set up the following scenario.
If Hansen Dam could defeat Rancho
Park twice next month and Sepulveda
could do the same to Griffith Park,
only 1/2 point would separate the
three clubs with Sepulveda owning
that slight edge. This would, indeed,
set up a most interesting f inal
chapter.
Earlier in a fine second division
battle Griffith Park barely edged
Woodley Lakes 19-17 in the two man
and could only tie them in the
individuals 36-36 in what was, truly,
the match of the day.
Sepulveda Match Winners
Individual
Jeff Sable, Mike Radtke,
Dan Crawford
Two Man
Vano/Kato
Sepulveda Senior Match Winners
Individual
Rick Kopper, Dean Abston,
Ron Abramson, Mike Cornner,
Ray Stucket, Ken Carlson
Two Man
Heller/Kopper, Abston/Lanza,
Ron Abramson, Stuckert/Carlson
Standings
W L T Points
Rancho Park
12 4 0
12
Sepulveda
10 5 1 10 1/2
Hansen Dam
10 6 0
10
Griffith Park
7 8 1 7 1/2
Sepulveda Srs. 4 10 2
5
Woodley Lakes 2 12 2
3
Next: September 17, Encino
8:00 Griffith Park vs Sepulveda
8:45 Sepulveda Srs, vs Woodley
9:35 Rancho Park vs Hansen Dam
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HANDICAP CHATTER
By STU OLSTER, Handicap Chairman

In 1987, the USGA incorporated the concept of
“slope” into its Handicap System. The slope system
was developed after a lengthy study during which it
was concluded that basing handicaps only on the
traditional course rating created anomalies when a
golfer’s handicap was transported from his home course
to other courses.
The difference in scores to be expected on an
unfamiliar course as between “scratch” and “bogey”
players was found to be considerably greater than was
to be expected using only course ratings to assign the
course handicaps. In other words, the higher handicap
player needed an additional advantage to be able to
compete with the stronger player on a more-or-less even
basis on these courses. And the discrepancy increased
as the difficulty of the course increased.
The difference between the course handicaps
calculated under the then-existing system and that
calculated under the system under study was termed
the “portability error.” It was that error that the slope
system sought to address and hopefully minimize.
The study found that the “portability error” bears
quite a close relationship to the player’s handicap. In
other words, the higher a player’s handicap, the higher
the error because the higher the player’s handicap the
worse he will do on an unfamiliar course relative to
his handicap.
The study further disclosed that less than 50% of
American courses provided the right handicap
numbers for the entire range of golfers. This means
more than half of US courses were out of whack using
the singular measure of course rating to determine
handicaps and this created a severe disadvantage for
the higher handicap player on those courses.
Analysis of actual scores of scratch and bogey
golfers (as defined by a model utilized by the USGA)
were broken down into a number of factors such as
topography, length, hazards, OBs, green targets and
others, and each factor was separately analyzed on a
scale of one to ten. Through a mathematical
calculation, the result determined the differential
between theoretical scratch and a range of bogey
golfers. A graph in which the handicaps are along the
x axis and the course ratings on the y axis could then
be constructed, which provides the “slope” in the slope
system. The steeper the slope, the more adjustment
the system makes.
The result of all this empirical study and
mathematical analysis is a system that allows handicap players additional handicap strokes as the course
rating increases. The number of additional strokes is a
product of the player’s handicap index and the course
rating of the course.

The advent of the slope system gave rise to the
concept of “handicap index,” whereas before we had
round number handicaps. It also required that each
course have and display a conversion table to which
we refer to determine our course handicaps from a
particular set of tees.
Application of the slope system reduces the
“portability error” and is a better tool for leveling the
playing field than the earlier system. However, it’s not
perfect, as all of us have observed. Various factors such
as consistency, length, temperament, etc. can still
result in a given player being over or under handicapped
on a par ticular course. Nonetheless, the two
parameter system utilizing the concept of slope is
certainly more accurate than the previous system in
predicting the performance of players of various
handicap levels on particular courses.
Questions or comments may be addressed to the
author at slolster@yahoo.com

FROM THE READY GOLF SHOP
(Country Club Service-Warehouse Prices)
By Mark Karge-Head Golf Professional

Summer Blowout!!!
Summer is almost over and that means we are
having a summer blowout sale. We reduced our
already great prices on clothing and clubs to unheard
of levels (AGAIN).We have in stock Callaway, Cobra,
Cleveland and Titleist drivers and hybrids. Just a little
side note: if you don’t have hybrids in your bag then
you’re probably not playing to your potential. These
clubs won’t stay in stock forever so hurry in before
they’re gone!
We carry a vast inventory of shirts from the likes
of Ping, Izod, Antigua and Bolle. Even though
summer is leaving, I know some of you wear shorts all
year round. We have a full table of shorts for your
viewing and purchasing pleasure.
In this month’s pro tip, I accidentally mentioned
the two-ball putters from Odyssey. We have this
putting improvement club in stock at all times. It has
been the best-selling putter for several years for a very
good reason. It helps you make more putts!! If the
two-ball putter is not your cup of tea, we have others
to choose from and always priced below all
competitors. As always, you may use your scrip to
purchase anything in the shop.
Next time you’re in the shop remember to take a
look at our “Sale of the week.” There’s always
something different every week. Thanks for your
patronage.
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CITY CORNER
By Craig Kessler

Read the news story on the front of this edition of
the Eagle and weep. The Los Angeles City Council has
voted to reject the Park Board’s award of a long-term
contract to operate golf carts at the city’s 7 regulation golf
courses – and by the most agonizing of 1-vote margins.
Politics of the ugliest variety has trumped public
processes of the highest order. And in the process a whole
lot more has been lost than the simple endurance of
God-knows-how long of the worst, most dangerous cart
service in the region. Public integrity has been lost.
Many of you may think, I can’t really eat “public
integrity;” I can’t really feel its loss in my pocketbook.
To those persons, let me simply say that all you need to
do to understand the relationship between “eating” and
public integrity is to visit the third world. Visit some of
the “banana republics” to the south of us. See how crony
capitalism, rigged public contracting, civil service police
chiefs living in $6 million homes, etc., produce such
splendid lives for the masses. See how corruption, not as
the exception, but as the very way of life contributes to a
high standard of living. See how it contributes to
government of the people, by the people and for the people.
Then come tell me that we don’t literally eat public
integrity.
I don’t weep for Ready Golf, Kishi Company, or their
well paid battery of lobbyists. I don’t even weep for our
miserable cart service. I have a carry bag and intend to
use it on city courses until the cart fleet is returned to
minimum standards of safety. Apparently I’m not alone.
According to Robert Morales, Head of the Park
Department’s Concessions Division, only 24% of those
playing our city courses use carts, while 35% of us
playing Los Angeles County and Long Beach municipal
golf courses take carts when we play.
I weep for the vitiation of a process that was by all
measures open, public, fair, objective, and painstakingly
comprehensive. I weep for the vitiation of a set of
selection criteria that was vetted and in part modified by
our own citizen’s Golf Advisory Committee. I weep for
the Staff at Recreation & Parks that did everything right
and still couldn’t succeed in giving us the decent cart
service we have been requesting for so long. I weep for
where we go from here, with so many driving range and
food concession contracts on month-to-month agreements
awaiting their own RFP processes.
But above all else, I weep for the City we live in.
What I witnessed at City Hall on September 4 looked a
lot more like a banana republic than 21st century America.
Okay, so it might have resembled our own home grown
political machines from Chicago, Philadelphia or Kansas
City a hundred years ago, but you get the point.
This isn’t about cart service anymore. It’s about
whether contracts get awarded through fair, open, public

processes; or whether they get awarded by whose nephew
knows the Governor and / or whose lobbyist has more
personal connections at City Hall. It’s about integrity
versus corruption.
As the Daily News reported on September 5, the City
Attorney has publicly opined “that the Board has the
option of endorsing Ready Golf to the City Council a
second time or soliciting new contract proposals.” With
the vote-margin having been so close and the issues so
confused by so many lobbyists, here’s hoping that the
Board of Recreation and Park Commissioners will elect
to take their award back to the City Council a second time.
My passion for public integrity is matched by my
belief in redemption.

USGA RULE OF THE DAY
30/4 Player Who Walks Off Green Under Mistaken
Impression Partner Halved Hole Returns and Putts for
Half.
Q: A and B are playing C and D in a four-ball match. At
one hole C and D hole out and their better-ball score is 4.
A, who had marked the position of his ball and lifted it,
has a putt for a 4 but he mistakenly thinks B has scored a
4. Accordingly, A walks off the green, leaving his
ball-marker on the green. B immediately advises A that
he (B) scored a 5. So A returns to the green, replaces his
ball and holes out for a 4. C and D claim the hole on the
ground that A cannot come back and putt after walking
off the green, thinking his partner had halved the hole.
Are C and D correct?
A: No. Since A had not waived his turn to putt and there
was no undue delay, A was entitled to proceed as he did.
If, however, A had not left his ball-marker on the green,
and therefore the position of his ball was no longer
marked, he would have incurred a penalty stroke under
Rule 20-1 and would no longer have had a putt for the
half.

SMGC President Rich Nance and Marty Rudolf from
Junior Golf. The Junior Golf Program is a great way for
kids to receive instruction from our teaching pro’s and
learn the rules and etiquette to play this great game.
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“My Introduction To Golf”
by Jimmy Gleason
Golf to me is a renewal, a rebirth, a fresh chance. A
new 18 holes to correct the mistakes of the last time. Golf
gives you a new score card everytime. Oh, if life was only
that easy.
My favorite time is driving to the course. Usually
early in the morning. I am thinking about the wonderful
round I am going to play. Of course, reality will finally
hit me in the head, but the dream is what makes the game
so much fun.
Like most men of my era, my love of golf came from
my father. It was his passion. He worked his whole life
just to be able to retire and play golf “Son I have worked
my whole life just so I can retire and play golf in Florida”.
He wanted to retire to Florida and play every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday. But my father and I really got to
know each other on our annual trip every summer to play
golf at Southampton Golf Club.
We may not have agreed on politics, he loved Nixon.
I loved Kennedy. He loved Sinatra, I loved The Beatles.
But we could always find common ground with golf.
Our trip always would start early on a Monday
morning. We would get on the Long Island Expressway
and head out to stay at a little motel which overlooked the
seventh green. It was a really good opportunity for my
dad and me to reconnect from a long winter. He was a
very good golfer and he would always shoot in the 80s.
He could take a six or seven iron and chip or pitch to
within 5 feet and make the putt. He had a great touch for
the short game. I was the power game. I could stand at
the tee box and hit the ball 240 yards straight up the middle
to put me within 50 yards of the green and then I had
absolutely no idea what I was going to do next. The short
game was not my specialty. I could turn a 40-foot putt
into 6 shots with no problem and I still can! But Dad
would just laugh and say “Keep your chin up”.
One of the best things about playing golf in
Southampton was my father's best friend Mr. Malcolm
O’Hurley. He was a 6 foot 3 inches, 250 pound
Scotsman. He made me think that I was playing golf in
the movie “Braveheart.” My dad and Malcolm O’Hurley
worked for Hiram Walker the liquor outfit. Dad never
drank; he was a teetotaler. Mr. O’Hurley never stopped
drinking in the old Scots tradition; let’s say he really
believed in the product. Mr. O’Hurley was also a
professional golfer in Scotland and he could really play
golf.
Mr. O’Hurley hated slow play. He would tell us about
how there was some “son of a bitch” in front of us and
that they should ban women from the game. Of course,
the people in front were usually men but that meant
nothing. And he would scream at them in a wonderful
Scottish brogue, “Move your asses, you stupid sons of
bitches.”
Mr. O’Hurley could hit the golf ball a good 290 yards
straight down the middle. I had never seen anything quite
so impressive in my life. The ball would take off like a
rocket and get to its highest point and then it would take

off again! When it decided to land, it would come down
with the sound of a parachute landing. My 240 yard drive
looked like nothing. Mr. O’Hurley once saw someone not
raking a sand trap. In golf this is a major violation of
good manners. Mr. O’Hurley could be heard screaming
from the fairway admonishing the guilty party to rake the
trap (in language unsuited for even the saltiest SMGC
member).
I was learning how to play golf and Mr. O’Hurley
was so good, Dad thought it would be a good idea for me
to play a few holes with Mr. O’Hurley myself. On the
first hole, as I am getting ready to hit my drive, my father
says “He can really hit it Mal… watch this.” Well, in my
effort to impress, I drive the club into the ground and the
ball went about 5 feet. Mr. O’Hurley said “Put it back up
on the peg again and don’t listen to your father.”
I drove a perfect drive and I was looking at about
150 yards into the green, so I pulled out a three wood
Mr. O’Hurley comes over and he said “Damn it, boy, put
away that stupid wood and hit the ball with the an iron the
game was meant to be played with all the clubs in the bag
not just the woods.” I pulled out my 5 iron and swung for
all I was worth… and I missed the ball. Mr. O’Hurley
turned to me and said “OK, hit your wood,” and walked
away totally disgusted.
I will never forget the Southampton Club
Championship. Dad and I drove down to Southampton
for the Southampton Club Championship 36 hole match
between Mr. Malcolm O’Hurley who was at this time
probably in his 60s and a young member of the club in his
early 30s who could hit the ball a mile. After 18 holes Mr
O’Hurley was down 3 holes in the match with 18 to go.
So we took a break for lunch.
Mr. O’Hurley put away about four double whiskeys
for lunch and my dad would say “Mal don't you think that
that's a little much?” Mr. O’Hurley said “This son of a
bitch is right where I want him.” Damned if Mr.O’Hurley
didn’t go out and win 7 and 6. Six months after that match
Mr. O’Hurley had a heart attack and died. I have never
seen my father so upset. It was like a little piece of him
had died also.
Dad did retire to Florida. He and my mother were as
happy as could be. He played golf three times a week and
mom swam everyday. Dad had been a smoker his entire
life but he stopped cold turkey about 25 years before he
retired but during one regular check up he found out that
he had contacted lung cancer. After a year of treatment
he felt as good as new. He resumed his regular golf game
and finally broke 80.
One afternoon he went out to play with my mother.
She drove the cart and he played. At the 6th hole he came
into the cart and said. “I don't think I can play any more.
I have no breath. We had better go home.” Dad refused to
go to the doctor. He just lay in bed and passed away 2
weeks later with my mother holding onto his hand.. I think
that when he realized he could not play golf anymore, life
just didn't seen worthwhile anymore.
I still play golf for the competition, joy of playing
and the companionship. I also play because my father
taught me how to play; it is a little gift that he gave me.
Thank you Dad.....
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READY GOLF TIP

TEE/CUP Chips
By Irv Cherno
Eagle-Eyed Editor

Two Tips for Putting

When The Golf Bug Bites

By Mark Karge-Head Golf Professional
The putter can be your best friend or your worst
nightmare. Let’s face it. If you’re not putting well,
you’re not playing well. Just ask any tour player.
Here are two simple tips to help you make more
putts. First, make sure that when you have taken your
stance your eyes are directly above the ball. Almost
all good putters have this in common. Not all, but
most. After taking your stance, drop a ball from the
bridge of your nose and let it hit the ground. Where
the ball lands is where you should play your ball every
time. This ball position helps you with the second of
our putting tips.
The biggest reason for missed putts is faulty
direction. Let’s face it again. You are not going to
miss a putt from ten feet because you hit it six feet
short or long. You miss it because you pushed it or
pulled. This leads us to the second tip and it’s an
important one.
Good putters take the putter head straight back
and straight through during their stroke. Bad putters
take the club head outside or inside the target line
going back and then cut across the ball at impact. The
Odyssey two-ball putter has been a hot item in pro
shops because it helps you visualize the straight back
and straight through stroke. You’re in luck…we
happen to have them in stock here at Ready Golf.
Sorry, got carried away. That’s a separate article.
Now, a very good way to make sure your path is
good is to practice it on the putting green. Here is
what some top pros do. They lay two clubs down
parallel to each other and pointing at the hole about
ten feet out (the grip ends pointing at the hole). Make
sure the clubs are just far enough apart that you can
set your putter head between them. Place a ball
between the clubs and hit some putts toward the cup
without hitting the shafts of the clubs with your putter
head. This will promote a straight back and straight
through stroke.
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to
contact any one our golf professionals at Ready Golf
Centers.
Mark Karge is the Sepulveda Head Golf
Professional. He has been a PGA member for 12
years and teaching for more than 22 years. He played
at the mini-tour level for almost 10 years before
focusing solely on teaching and golf course
operations. Prior to joining Ready Golf, he was the
Head Golf Professional at Lost Canyons Golf Club
for five years. His fee for instruction is $45 per half
hour private lesson. You can also receive a 10%
discount when purchasing a series of six lessons. Mark
is on-site daily and available to all patrons in any way
he can be of assistance.

Every once in a while, a story comes looking for
an editor. SMGC Member Jimmy Gleason has
written one that is bound to trigger thoughts in every
reader’s head. The theme is a simple one: how did
you get started in this game we all love to hate and
hate to love?
It sure got me looking back. While many golfers
were first bitten by the golf bug at an early age, I didn’t
get started until I was 27. I was in the PR Department
at Prudential’s Western Home Office on Wilshire. At
lunch one day, my next-door desk buddy and I were
talking about the rise of Arnold Palmer, and the way
he was taking the rich man’s game to the masses.
Long story short, that weekend we met at
Kirkwood’s Whitsett 9-hole in Studio City. We
played—make that attempted to play—the course,
decided we needed lessons and signed up on the spot.
Roger Dunn was an instructor there at the time, but he
was full up, so we signed on for a six-week program
with Ross (what was his last name?).
After a couple of months’ worth of hacking away
at the old Roosevelt course in Griffith Park, Penmar in
Venice and Whitsett, we were ready for the big time.
We chose the Wilson course for our “real golf ” debut.
I can still remember that sinking feeling, standing on
the first tee and looking for the green...then being told
by the starter that it was about 550 yards away!
We each scored well over 120 that day. While we
realized that neither of us were really ready for “real
golf,” we were determined to stick with it. A couple of
good shots and some excellent putts can do that for
you.
I played for 10 years, quit for 20 (work and
family matters grabbed most of my time), then in 1991,
felt the bug bite again...this time for good!

AT THE 19th HOLE
I don’t fear death, but I sure don’t like those three-footers
for par.
~ Chi Chi Rodriguez
After all these years, it’s still embarrassing for me to play
on the American golf tour. Like the time I asked my
caddie for a sand wedge and he came back ten minutes
later with a ham on rye.
~ Chi Chi Rodriguez
You can make a lot of money in this game. Just ask my
ex-wives. Both of them are so rich that neither of their
husbands work.
~ Lee Trevino
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COMING EVENTS

PARTNERS BETTER-BALL MATCH PLAY
Pick a pal so you have a maximum handicap spread
of 7 strokes (computed from the month prior to the event
start). Play to your current index at the times of the
matches. The maximum index eligible is 26.4 (anything
over that amount plays down to 26.4). Each member of
the opposing teams will play off the low handicap of the
foursome.
Competitors must schedule their own matches at any
agreed upon course (in the event of disagreement, Encino
shall be the preferred course). Competitors may agree to
play from any tees, but if no agreement can be reached,
the blue tees shall be used.
Each player must have been a member of SMGC for
at least 3 months, and posted at least 8 scores in the
previous 12 months.
All participants will play in a qualifying
tournament on October 4. All players must play that
day. The low 32 teams will proceed in match play
format, scheduling their matches as we normally did
in the past. Entry fee is $20 (plus greens fees). Sign up
online and pay by credit card at smgc.org or call
Hadi Morshed at (310) 322-4400 if you want to play.

SMGC GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE
The SMGC Board of Directors established a
standing “Grievance Committee” which will investigate
and recommend resolutions of disputes arising within the
Club.
The Grievance Committee will operate under
procedures that assure the opportunity for a full hearing
to any member bringing, or responding to, a grievance
before it. When the Committee formulates its
recommendations, and presents them to the Board, the
Board will issue a decision in the matter, and that
decision will be final.
We don’t have many disputes in our Club that
require the services of the Committee. But, having such
a committee in place and ready to go will help assure that
any disputes that do arise will be taken up and
decided promptly and fairly.

Tournament Sign-Up Coupon
To sign up and pay for a future tournament, check the
appropriate boxes and mail with a separate check
(payable to the SMGC only) for each event to:

SMGC
P.O. Box 57373
Sherman Oaks, CA 91413
❑ Sept 24

Thursday Tournament - Pro Member Scramble

$65

Tournament chairman is Gene Vano (818) 703-0749

Sept. 17

MGA Team Play - Encino

Sept. 24

Thursday Tournament - Pro/Member Shotgun - Encino $65

Oct. 4

Saturday Tournament - Goeckner Qualifier

Oct. 1

Board Meeting

Oct. 15

MGA Team Play - Woodley Lakes

Oct. 15-16

LA City Senior Men’s Golf Championship

Oct. 22

Thursday Tournament - Wilson, Dinner and Elections

Nov. 5

Board Meeting

Nov.

Sunday Tournament

Nov. 7-8

PLGA “Partner's Better Ball” The Links at Summerly

Nov. 19

MGA Team Play - Harding

Nov. 27

Friday Tournament - Day after 5 Club - Balboa

Dec 3

Board Meeting

Dec 5-6

PLGA “Ken Smith” Desert Classic Mountain Vista

Dec

Sunday Tournament

Dec 17

Thursday Tournament - Encino

TBA

TBA

TBA

FOR THOSE OF US WHO
REMEMBER HOLLYWOOD SQUARES
Q. Do female frogs croak?
A. Paul Lynde: If you hold their little heads under water
long enough.
Q. If you’re going to make a parachute jump, at least
how high should you be?
A. Charley Weaver: Three days of steady drinking should
do it.
Q. True or False, a pea can last as long as 5,000 years.
A. George Gobel: Boy, it sure seems that way sometimes.
Q. You’ve been having trouble going to sleep. Are you
probably a man or a woman?
A. Don Knotts: That’s what’s been keeping me awake.
Q. According to Cosmopolitan, if you meet a stranger at
a party and you think that he is attractive, is it okay to
come out and ask him if he’s married?
A. Rose Marie: No, wait until morning.

